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Review	diary	of	a	wimpy	kid	dog	days	summary

Jeff	Kinney,	Diary	of	a	Wimpy	Kid:	Dog	Days	(Book	4)Dog	Days	is	an	amazing	book	from	the	Diary	Of	A	Wimpy	Kid	series.	Greg	Heffley	wants	to	spend	his	whole	summer	holidays	playing	games	inside	but	that	doesn't	exactly	work	out!My	favourite	character	is	Manny,	Greg's	younger	brother,	because	he	always	tells	on	whatever	Greg	and	Rodrick	do
wrong.	My	least	favourite	character	is	Rowley	because	he	always	moans	and	keeps	going	on	about	Joshie	(the	character	nobody	likes!)	I	would	recommend	this	book	for	kids	8+	and	it	will	make	you	laugh!	This	book	is	good	to	read	if	you	like	to	laugh	and	see	what	is	going	on	in	the	Heffley	family.	Buy	this	book	at	the	Guardian	Bookshop.Want	to	tell
the	world	about	a	book	you've	read?	Join	the	site	and	send	us	your	review!	As	summer	vacation	begins,	Greg	Heffley	keeps	a	detailed	account	of	his	vacation.	His	parents	are	frustrated	that	he	spends	so	much	time	indoors	playing	video	games.	His	father	is	annoyed	that	he	sleeps	all	through	the	day	as	well.	Mrs.	Heffley	starts	a	book	club	for	the
neighborhood	boys,	but	when	she	doesn’t	approve	of	the	books	selections	the	boys	choose,	the	book	club	dwindles	to	just	Greg	and	Rowley,	and	not	long	after,	Rowley	backs	out	of	the	book	club	as	well.	Greg	and	his	friend	Rowley	begin	their	summer	hanging	out	at	the	country	club	Rowley’s	family	belong	to.	They	order	smoothies	and	charge	them	to
Mr.	Jefferson’s,	Rowley’s	father,	account,	but	are	unaware	that	they’re	racking	up	a	sizeable	bill.	Eventually,	Mr.	Jefferson	comes	to	collect	the	$83	dollars	the	boys	owe.	The	boys	must	find	a	way	to	repay	the	money	and	decide	to	start	a	lawn	care	service,	but	have	trouble	sticking	with	their	marketing	strategy.	When	they	finally	get	a	client,	the	boys
have	a	falling	out	and	Rowley	walks	off	the	job,	leaving	Greg	to	finish.	Greg	doesn’t	do	a	good	job	and	his	father	has	to	complete	the	job	for	him.	As	a	result,	Greg	is	still	without	the	money	he	owes	Mr.	Jefferson.	During	his	birthday	party,	Greg’s	mom	collects	all	of	his	birthday	money	to	pay	Mr.	Jefferson.	Mrs.	Heffley	takes	all	three	of	her	sons	to	the
pet	store	and	Greg	and	his	older	brother	Rodrick	both	get	a	pet	fish.	During	a	family	trip	to	the	water	park,	Greg’s	fish	dies.	During	a	conversation	with	his	dad	and	Grandpa,	Mr.	Heffley	learns	that	how	his	dog	died	when	he	was	a	kid.	Angry	with	his	own	father,	Mr.	Heffley	decides	to	get	the	family	a	dog.	The	dog	takes	a	liking	to	Greg,	even	if	Greg	is
less-than-thrilled	with	it.	The	Heffley	family	starts	hanging	out	at	the	public	pool	and	Greg	juggles	his	disgust	at	the	men’s	locker	room	showers	and	doting	on	his	crush	Heather	Hills,	a	high-school	aged	lifeguard.	Meanwhile,	Mrs.	Heffley	and	Mrs.	Jefferson	conspire	to	reunite	their	sons.	Greg	is	invited	to	join	the	Jeffersons	on	their	summer	vacation.
The	boys	reconnect,	but	the	vacation	doesn’t	go	swimmingly.	Greg	is	bored	from	the	lack	of	television	and	video	games	and	sends	an	email	from	Mr.	Jefferson’s	laptop	to	his	mother	that	he	needs	to	get	out	of	there.	His	mother	thinks	the	email	is	from	Mr.	Jefferson	and	Greg	is	found	out.	Instead	of	getting	angry,	Mr.	Jefferson	takes	the	family	to	the
boardwalk	where	Greg	can	finally	fulfill	his	wish	to	ride	the	Cranium	Shaker.	After	he	spends	all	of	his	money	on	carnival	games,	Greg	is	able	to	go	on	the	ride.	It	proves	too	much	for	him	and	nearly	makes	him	sick.	Afterwards,	Greg	and	Rowley	harass	some	teenagers	and	later	some	smaller	kids	with	a	dollar	bill	prank	that	Rodrick	taught	Greg.	When
Mr.	Jefferson	learns	of	their	actions,	he	sends	Greg	home	early	from	the	vacation.	Greg	later	mistakes	a	plan	for	Greg	and	his	father	to	bond	for	the	family	trying	to	get	rid	of	Greg.	Father	and	son	make	amends	over	their	mutual	hatred	of	a	comic	and	Greg’s	mother	gives	him	a	photo	album	showing	Greg	he	had	a	better	summer	vacation	than	he
might	think.	Score:	0%	Rank:	Correct	Answer:	Every	editorial	product	is	independently	selected,	though	we	may	be	compensated	or	receive	an	affiliate	commission	if	you	buy	something	through	our	links.	Ratings	and	prices	are	accurate	and	items	are	in	stock	as	of	time	of	publication.	You	have	likely	heard	the	expression	“the	dog	days	of	summer”	and
may	even	use	it	from	time	to	time,	but	do	you	know	what	the	expression	really	means?	Which	days	are	the	dog	days?	What	do	they	have	to	do	with	dogs?	We’re	about	to	spill	the	beans!	And	while	you	lounge	by	the	pool,	enjoy	the	warm	weather,	and	read	about	the	dog	days	of	summer,	make	sure	you	also	know	what	the	phrases	a	“dime	a	dozen”	and
“break	a	leg”	really	mean.	The	phrase	“dog	days	of	summer”	actually	has	nothing	to	do	with	man’s	best	friend.	It	turns	out	that	the	ancient	Greeks	and	Romans	weren’t	referring	to	real	dogs,	but	to	the	great	astronomical	one,	Sirius.	The	“Dog	Star”	is	located	in	the	constellation	Canis	Major,	known	as	the	Greater	Dog,	and	is	the	brightest	star	that
shines	at	night.	Sirius	is	also	known	as	the	“Nile	Star”	or	“Star	of	Isis”	because	ancient	Egyptians	noticed	four	thousand	years	ago	that	around	the	summer	solstice,	Sirius	would	appear	to	rise	before	dawn,	which	would	be	around	the	time	when	the	Nile	River	would	flood.	Since	ancient	Egyptian	life	depended	on	agriculture,	the	flowing	river	would
either	bring	great	prosperity	or	great	destruction.	What	does	the	star	Sirius	have	to	do	with	the	“dog	days	of	summer”?	According	to	the	Farmer’s	Almanac,	during	summer	months	and	specifically	on	July	23rd,	Sirius	is	extraordinarily	bright	and,	in	certain	parts	of	the	world,	rises	and	sets	with	the	sun	at	that	time.	Ancient	Romans	believed	Sirius
contributed	to	the	sun’s	heat	and	thus	referred	to	this	extremely	hot	period	as	diēs	caniculārēs,	or	“dog	days.”	The	term	evolved	to	mean	the	20	days	before	and	after	July	23rd,	or	July	3	to	August	11,	to	coincide	with	Sirius	aligning	with	the	sun.	However,	depending	on	where	you	are	in	the	world,	the	astronomical	dog	days	and	the	rising	of	Sirius
vary.	You	could	actually	find	references	to	the	“dog	days	of	summer”	in	ancient	texts.	“If	you	go	back	even	as	far	as	Homer,	The	Iliad,	it’s	referring	to	Sirius	as	Orion’s	dog	rising,	and	it	describes	the	star	as	being	associated	with	war	and	disaster,”	Jay	B.	Holberg,	author	of	Sirius:	Brightest	Diamond	in	the	Night	Sky	and	senior	research	scientist	at
the	University	of	Arizona	Lunar	&	Planetary	Laboratory,	tells	National	Geographic.	“All	throughout	Greek	and	Roman	literature,	you	found	these	things.”	The	phrase	“dog	days”	has	since	taken	on	various	meanings	after	its	translation	from	Latin	to	English.	Learn	more	astronomy	facts	you	never	learned	in	school.	What	does	science	have	to	do	with
the	dog	days	of	summer?	Even	though	Sirius	is	extremely	bright,	the	extra	heat	is	not	because	of	any	additional	radiation	from	this	star.	The	earth	rotates	around	the	sun	and	the	Earth’s	tilted	axis	is	why	we	experience	seasons.	The	sun	is	hotter	in	certain	hemispheres	because	the	sun’s	rays	hit	the	Earth	in	a	more	direct	way	due	to	Earth’s	tilt.	For
example,	if	the	North	Pole	is	tilted	toward	the	sun,	that	translates	to	hotter	days	in	the	Northern	Hemisphere.	Similarly,	if	the	South	Pole	is	tilted	toward	the	sun,	that	means	it’s	winter	in	the	Northern	Hemisphere.	However,	stars	shift,	the	earth	wobbles,	and	the	“dog	days”	of	ancient	Greece	aren’t	the	same	“dog	days”	of	now,	and	the	“dog	days”	of
now	won’t	be	the	same	as	thousands	of	years	from	now.	Now	that	you	know	the	true	meaning	of	the	dog	days	of	summer,	read	up	on	the	real	reason	why	we	say	“no	worries.”	Sources	Cecilie_Arcurs/Getty	Images	Daryl	Benson/Getty	Images	rd.com,	Getty	Images	Originally	Published:	August	23,	2021	"Diary	of	a	Wimpy	Kid:	Dog	Days"	is	the	fourth
book	in	Jeff	Kinney’s	humorous	series	of	books	about	middle	school	student	Greg	Heffley	and	his	trials	and	tribulations,	most	of	which	are	of	his	own	making.	Once	again,	as	he	did	in	"Diary	of	a	Wimpy	Kid,"	"Diary	of	a	Wimpy	Kid:	Rodrick	Rules,"	and	"Diary	of	a	Wimpy	Kid:	The	Last	Straw,"	Jeff	Kinney	has	created,	in	words	and	pictures,	an	amusing
“novel	in	cartoons,”	although	the	summer	setting	does	not	allow	for	the	scope	of	humor	that	a	school	year	middle	school	setting	does.	As	in	the	other	books	in	the	series,	the	emphasis	in	"Diary	of	a	Wimpy	Kid:	Dog	Days"	is	on	the	general	goofiness	that	comes	with	being	a	self-centered	adolescent	and	the	often	unexpected	(at	least,	to	Greg)	results.
The	format	of	"Diary	of	a	Wimpy	Kid"	has	remained	consistent	throughout	the	series.	Lined	pages	and	Greg's	pen	and	ink	sketches	and	cartoons	work	together	to	make	the	book	seem	like	an	actual	diary,	or	as	Greg	would	emphasize,	“a	journal.”	The	fact	that	Greg	has	a	somewhat	goofy	outlook	on	life	and	is	always	trying	to	work	everything	out	to	his
benefit	and	justify	his	actions	makes	the	diary	format	particularly	effective.	Each	of	the	earlier	books	in	the	series	focuses	on	Greg's	daily	life	at	home	and	at	school.	Each	book	also	tends	to	focus	on	a	particular	family	member	and	Greg's	problems	with	them.	In	the	first	book,	it's	Greg's	little	brother,	Manny,	who	"never	gets	in	trouble,	even	if	he
really	deserves	it."	While	Greg	also	complains	about	Rodrick,	his	older	brother,	Rodrick	doesn't	take	center	stage	until	the	second	book,	"Diary	of	a	Wimpy	Kid:	Rodrick	Rules."	In	the	third	book	in	the	series,	the	conflict	between	Greg's	father's	expectations	and	Greg's	wishes	is	emphasized.	It's	no	surprise,	then,	to	find	Greg	and	his	mother	at	odds
in	"Diary	of	a	Wimpy	Kid:	Dog	Days,"	but	there	are	also	some	major	conflicts	with	his	dad.	What	a	surprise	it	is	to	find	all	the	action	set	in	the	summer	rather	than	during	the	school	year.	According	to	Jeff	Kinney,	“I’m	very	excited	about	'Dog	Days'	because	it	takes	Greg	out	of	the	school	setting	for	the	first	time.	It’s	been	a	lot	of	fun	to	write	about	the
Heffley	summer	vacation.”	(7/23/09	media	release)	However,	the	book	loses	something	by	not	being	set	during	the	school	year	and	not	including	the	usual	interaction	between	Rodrick	and	his	brother.	It's	summer	and	Greg	is	looking	forward	to	doing	whatever	he	wants,	with	an	emphasis	on	staying	indoors	and	playing	video	games.	Unfortunately,
that	is	not	at	all	his	mother's	idea	of	summer	fun.	The	difference	between	Greg's	vision	of	the	perfect	summer	and	the	reality	is	the	focus	of	"Diary	of	a	Wimpy	Kid:	Dog	Days."	"Diary	of	a	Wimpy	Kid:	Dog	Days"	​	will	appeal	to	middle-grade	readers,	but	probably	younger	ones	8	to	11.	While	"Diary	of	a	Wimpy	Kid:	Dog	Days"	is	not	the	strongest	book	in
the	Wimpy	Kid	series,	I	think	it	will	appeal	to	fans	of	the	series.	Kids	reading	the	series	know	that	Greg	is	over-the-top	in	terms	of	being	self-centered.	They	understand	the	relationship	between	cause	and	effect	in	terms	of	what	happens	as	a	result	of	Greg's	poor	judgment	and	find	it	amusing.	At	the	same	time,	Greg's	thought	processes,	while
exaggerated,	mirror	those	of	many	tweens,	which	is	also	part	of	the	appeal	of	the	Wimpy	Kid	series.	(Amulet	Books,	An	Imprint	of	Harry	N.	Abrams,	Inc.	2009.	ISBN:	9780810983915)
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